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ACCSA had another very successful year under the able leadership of Tony Roper in his 

second year as our Executive Director.  We have seen the blossoming of a new         

partnership he took the lead in establishing with Burlingtonõs Hayden-Harman           

Foundation.  This joint venture has brought new meaning to our agencyõs core mission: 

òmoving people from poverty to economic self-sufficiency and improving the quality of 

life of people in need.ó 

 

Our agency continues to be blessed with a wonderful staff, many of whom have served for many years.  Supporting and 

retaining good personnel is a primary responsibility of the Board of Directors.  With the able assistance of Finance     

Committee chair Rick Fisher, we decided to make a major improvement to the agencyõs retirement program ð           

replacing the old annuity system in which our staff could make no investment choices with a new 401K program that 

gives control of the investments into the hands of individual staff members.  The Board retained The Peterson Agency, a 

local Burlington company, to provide guidance to staff members as they make their decisions.  The new 401K program 

provides a broad portfolio of investment options through American Funds, a wealth management company founded in 

1934. 

 

The Board accepted with thanks the resignation of long -time board members, Reverend Coslow Holt, attorney Chris 

Watkins, and educator Mrs. Angie Barker.  We welcome Maryanne Peltier -Allison, a new board member representing the 

Alamance Burlington School System.  

 

Greetings From Executive Director,  

Tony Roper  

 

This has been a year of transition, discovery and new partnerships.  The number of citizens 

seeking assistance increased  by 3% from the previous year.  Many were first timers,   

casualties of company downsizing.  The cut that many households took placed them 

below the level of poverty.  Often times the publicõs perception of     families who are in 

poverty is they are not trying or are not working hard enough.  Everyday we here at    

ACCSA listen to the stories and realize for those who do try hard, success is difficult to 

grasp.   

 

A famous author Earl Nightingale stated, �´�7�K�H�� �S�U�R�E�O�H�P�� �L�V�� �W�R�� �E�U�L�G�J�H�� �W�K�H�� �J�D�S�� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q��
�Z�K�H�U�H���\�R�X���D�U�H���Q�R�Z���D�Q�G���W�K�H���J�R�D�O���\�R�X���L�Q�W�H�Q�G���W�R���U�H�D�F�K�µ����ACCSA meets clients where they 

are to provide the bridge that will help them reach their goal.  Thatõs evident in the 

Agencyõs recent partnership with the Hayden Harman Foundation. 

 

During 2006 a partnership with the Hayden Harman Foundation, allowed  the ACCSA to begin a new initiative that is the 

first of its kind in Alamance County entitled òHope In Housingó - Individual Development Account (IDA).  Supported by a 

two year grant, the project will help individuals build assets by matching their savings dollar for dollar up to $50.00 per 

month.  In addition, the program provides financial literacy, coaching and other resources.  This is one of several new 

initiatives to come that will help clients experience self sufficiency and stability.  

 

We as a community can not afford to leave anyone behind.  Gaps between the so -call òHavesó and òHave Notsó aid in 

the decline of community.  In the coming year ACCSA will stand firm on our mission and charter a course to enhance the 

quality of life for county residents in need.  


